
Concerned Citizens of Costa Mesa 
 
We were outraged last spring when the Costa Mesa City Council voted to 
outsource a major portion of City services and give layoff notices to hundreds 
of City employees. 10 months later they have yet to prove any substantial 
savings nor contract out any services. They failed to follow the laws governing 
a General Law city. In order to follow through on their ill-planned and 
unstudied scheme they are moving forward with an even more drastic and ill-
conceived plan. Throw out the City Constitution of General Laws and rush 
through a hastily cobbled Charter, i.e. a new system of laws they’ve 
concocted to govern our city.  
 
What will this do? Among other things, that means we’ll no longer be 
protected by state laws designed to prevent corruption in public contracting. 
Instead of services provided by the best qualified, we could end up with 
services provided by the best connected. Instead contractors providing 
services at the best price for taxpayers, we could have contractors negotiating 
prices with their City Council cronies behind closed doors. 
  
The guys on the Council are trying to grab more control to promote their 
personal political agendas.  They cut and pasted a charter proposal written by 
developer lobbyists for another city, then pasted in the name of our 
city without a thought for the special qualities of Costa Mesa.  They presented 
their completed draft for the first time at midnight on December 6, at the start 
the holiday season, then closed City Hall for over a week.  We will have only 
two chances to tell them face-to-face what we want in a charter.  Don't lose 
your opportunity to speak out. 
 

SAY "NO" TO THIS CHARTER 
JOIN US. SPEAK OUT.  

Attend the Council meeting at: 
6:00 pm Tuesday, January 10 

Costa Mesa City Council Chambers - 77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa 
 

 The future of our city is at stake!! 
  

Join us on Facebook @  https://www.facebook.com/cmforrg 
 

Contact us: Costa Mesans for Responsible Government   cmforrg@gmail.com 
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