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STATEMENT FROM COSTA MESA MAYOR GARY MONAHAN

Yesterday was a heartbreaking day for all of us who call Costa Mesa home.

What is lost in all of the rhetoric is the fact that this is a tragic incident in the midst of a very
difficult situation. Our city lost one of it's brethren, and it certainly will take some time for it to
heal.

Before | was informed of yesterday's incident, the union decided to take despicable advantage
of this tragic situation to advance their agenda.

Had | known what transpired, | never would have agreed to pose for photos or engage in any
revelry.

| became informed of the situation and contacted two of my fellow council members, who were
on the scene, and quickly brought me up to speed with the details of the situation.

|
After learning of the volatility of the situation, | realized that my presence could further inflame
and escalate the situation, and decided to not visit City Hall.

| remained in constant communication with my council colleagues, and was kept informed as
the rest of the day transpired.

| understand the anger and hurt surrounding these potential layoffs. | - and my council
colleagues- have not made these decisions lightly, and we realize that our decisions are
impacting families.

As Tom explained, we are working with staff to work through this very difficult situation, and | am
hopeful that we can eliminate the politicization of this tragic incident, and work together to heal
our great city.

Gary Monahan
Mayor
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